and plasma lipid concentration and CHD have been examined in several studies (7) (8) (9) . The apoB gene is found on the short arm of chromosome 2 (p23, p24) and has been cloned and sequenced (10) L'H, LDL-C-to-HDL-C ratio; T/H, TC-to-HDL-C ratio. 
Results
The characteristics and plasma concentrations of lipids in CHD and control subjects are shown in Table  1 . Since women comprised only 8% (25 of 301) of the cohort, comparisons between CHD patients and control subjects in tests of lipid analysis or DNA polymorphisms were carried out for both sexes combined.
In spite of a four-year greater mean age for CHD patients than for controls (65 vs 61), there were no statistically significant differences in TC and apoB values between the two groups. CHD patients had significantly higher mean concentrations of LDL-C, LDL-C-to-HDL-C ratio, and TG, but significantly lower mean HDL-C than control subjects. The mean plasma concentration of TG in CHD patients was 30% higher than that of normal subjects.
Genomic DNA from all subjects was digested with three restriction enzymes, and alleles were marked according to the presence or absence (+1-) at an apoB cutting site of EcoRI (R), MspI (M), or XbaI (X) (Fig. 1) . Table 4 . There were no significant differences in any lipid proffles between different alleles among the CHD patients or controls or in both groups combined. Although not significantly different, subjects with theX+ allele tend to have higher concentrations of LDL-C, apoB, and TG, and lower concentrations of HDL-C than those with the X-allele. These analyses suggested that the lipid proffles in the present study cohort were independent of the RFLP loci of apoB.
Discussion
Using the candidate gene approach, we examined the possible relations of three RFLPs of the apoB gene with the presence of CHD and plasma lipid abnormalities. There was no statistical difference in the plasma concentration of cholesterol and apoB between CHD patients and healthy Chinese controls. The plasma concentration of cholesterol in the Oriental population 
